L e . : .. CLASS " DATE .

fOf.‘ CHAPTER 8.: AG:REEMEjNT : .
Subject-Verb Agreement A

Number is the form a word takes to indiéaté whether the word is singular or plural.

ESa. l When a word refers to one person, place, thing, or idea, it is singular in number. When a word
' refers to more than one person, place, thing; or idea, it is plural in number, ‘ :

SINGULAR lesson, box, child, him, each
L PLURAL lessons, boxes, children, them, many _ : : .
E)(ER@ESE A. Above each of the fd”owirig Words,'wri'te-S for singuiar or P for plural,

- s
Examples 1. woman 7

2, women _

1. C,asles._ U A 11 feet

2.u o 12 she

‘3. cock - T Bfew

4. book | | 14. spoons .
5 ponct e wm

-6, stereos - _ BT Ie_nior}

7: them . . S 7. plate
Bowish - g ke

9. mice ' '

“19. shelves

i R 10. knuckle ., o 20, yam -
5 _35% ExERCISEB  On the lines provided, write.the plural férm of each of the following words.
g g Example: 1. chicken © . . chickens
. 5 : : _
= £ 1 . ’ : .
§ it § 21, person R 26, hawk
= ",‘."_,'-.g LT T L . . -
g T % 22, dentist s . 27 actor .-
e O ' o

*‘é & ;3 23, cup . . _ : _ 28, COW
g,"- t 2 ! 24, audience - . D ) scientist
;‘{ :E‘ - 25, reporter N — - '30._: p_Qta'Fo

,1: 4 : o .

"i
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class . ' DATE

Suhject Verb Agreement B

(1) Singular subjects take singular ve_rbs.'
{2) Plural subjects take plural verbs.

When a sentence contains a verb phrase the first helping Verb in the verb phrase agrees wrth
the subject. - : . : : :
EXAMPLES Qur favorite sportis soccer. [The smgular verb is ,agrees mth the smgu.lar sub]ect
sport.]

We have been playing soccer in the park [The plural helpmg Verb hsve agrees w1th
‘the plural subject- We] .

©

E}(ERCISE A Ineachof the folfowmg sentences; undetline the verb | in parentheses that agrees WIth
,itssu bJect ‘ : -

Example 1. Soccer (s, are) the world's most popular team sport.

1. Our cat ( hke, lrkes) to watch teIEWsron with us, espec1a]ly the :nature shows
2. A}l the students (en]oy, en]oys) the reading a531gnment every week
3. Before he became a lawyer, my uncle Nacio (éns, were) a rugh-wn'e performer in. the dircus:

4, This music ( has have) elements of harmony that are very complex

+ 5. (Is, Are) Rafael usually first in line for every new movie in town?

6. As the final plot twist is revealed, the reader (start, starts) to understand Why' the ‘_butler: left the
_-French doors open.

7. My mother (prefer, prefers) a good book to a good movie.

8, Many passersby (are, is} curious about the mysterlous buﬂdmg being constructed downtown,

9. Before they leave for vac_atron, the women (ask, asks) th_e,n" nelghbors to look a_fter. their house.: .

10. The grass (is, are) always greerier aftera good rain'.-

+ EXERCISE B  In each of the following sentences under]me the helping verb in parentheses that agrees

with its su bject

Example 1. Jacob -(has, hatve) been explor'mg a salt marsh :

11, Over the past year, Jonelle (has, hive) been coIlectmg arhcles about Olymprc gyrrmasts

12, 1 read that the English actor Ralph Flennes (is, are) appearing in Hamlet this season in London

| 13. (Do, Does) she know yet about the letter from her brother?

14, They (has have) been thmkmg about adoptmg adog for some time now. -

'15 Certainly Mr. Iwaye (do, does) Lmderstand the:]_mportance of meetmg the deadline.
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CLASS DATE

Subjecr Verb Agreement C

' [Bc, , The number of a subject is not changed bya phrase or clause following the subject.

EXAMPLES This ¢ollection of myths and legends is fascinating.

!

:
il The flowers that | planted in the front.yard are in need of water_. ‘
't -

]

ExerciseE A Ineach ofthe followmg sentences underllne the verb in parentheses that agrees with .
its subject.

[Example 1. The book in Wthh I found these facts and figures ( belongs, belong) to Ms, Najera.

L

1. The last people off the ship (carry, carrzes) their own luggage

2. This anthology of short stories (include, includes) at Ieast one story by Charles Baxter

. B Songs about love often (mmake, makes) me cry.

a. Jim’s brother, who'is an art director for te]evrsron sitcoms in I-Iollywood ( 13, are) a graduate of
Carnegre Mellon University in Prttsburgh Permsylvama '

5. The demolition of a skyscraper always. ( draw, dmws) a crowd gy , -

6. Atthe end: of the story, the king of the birds (declsre declares), 1 grant the eagle s request"’

7. The solution to all of our problems (is, are) to start the pro]ect over again from scratch
8. The potatoes from the garden (was, were) peeled before they were put into the pot.:
9. Two types of salad (was,. were) served firsf.

10. The sound of the passing sl’ﬁps ¢ ec_h-o{' echoes) through the fog.

d.

Exencisz B In each of the following séntencés, c1rc[e the subject of the verb in parentheses Then
' underlme the Verb in parentheses that agrees with the subject.

Examp!e 1. My favorrte f short storles (is, are) Tales of Mystery and Imagmafzon by Edgar f
Allan Poe

" 11. The students in my karate classl (watch, watches) care_fully whenever the instructor demon-

strates a move.

12. The jar of lima beans (was, were) stored in the coolest section of. the cellar. |

Cooyrfghr ©:by.Holt, Rinehart and Winston. All rights reserved.

13 The birthday cards that I 1ece1ved this year (is, are) mostly. from out of town
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_ 14 The two men, who both work the third shift at the police depar‘rment (sleep, sleeps) durlng
the day. ‘

15. The judges on the panel (decide, decides) which skaters will contin'rre to the serrrifjhals.
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mem: . CLASS . .DATE
[ - .
for CHAPTER 8: AGREEMENT

Subject VerbAgreementD - ._ B R y

ﬁ | The rollowmg iridefinite prohouns are singular; anybody, anyone, anythrng, each, either, everybody,
everyone, everythmg, neither, nobody, nothmg, no one, one, somebody, someone, and somethmg

EXAMPLE Everyone is responSIble for bringing his or her own lunch.

: [@ The foliowmg |ndef|n|te pronouns are plural both, few, mony, and severo.’

EXAMPLE Borh of the girls excef at basketball.

[ The indefinite pronouns all, any, more, most none and some may be smgu!ar or p[ural dependmg
on their meaning in a sentence, . ‘

Often, the object in a prepositional phrase that follows the pronoun indicates whether the _
' pronoun is singular or plural, Usually, if the object of the prepos1t10n is smgular the pronoun
is singular. If the object is plural, the pronoun is plural.

EXAMPLES Soine of the carrots have been sliced. [Some refers to the plural ob}ect carrots. ]
Some of the salad i is  in the refrlgerator [Some refers to the singudar ob]ect salad ]

0
Exercise Circle the indefinite pronoun in each of the foHowmg sentences Then underlme the correct
form of the verb in parentheses :

Exampte 1. of the cups (s, were) unbroken after the earthquake

1. Somethmg about the candrclate 8 answers (has hcwe) been bothermg me ever since the debate.
2. Both of the dogs ( hzzs have) already been treated for héartworn. _ ' .
3. All of the stuff in the attic ( need, needs) to be dusted before the yard sale

4. Neither of the movies (is, are) very good.
{Have, Has) not several of these dogs already won awards? '

Everybody who is registered for the class (read, réads) the same books.#

N o w

. No one in the play (was were) prepared for the overwhehmng responsé of the audlence on’
openmg mght _ .

8, (s, Are) afty of the doogh ready to be baked? : .
9 The d1rector is pleased that more of the singers (haoe, has) memorlzed the score for this- |

\
_'rehearsal than for the last rehearsal

10. Somebody among the reporters covermg the trial (is, are) gettmg inside m_formatlon from the
district attorney. ‘ .
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NAME CLASS - DATE

(for CHAPTER 8: AGREEMENT -’paeas':mff

Subject-Verb Agreement E

|:8 The following indefinite pronouns are smgular anybody, anyone, anythmg, each, either, everybody,
everyone everythmg, neither, nobod)g, nothing, no one, one, somebody, someone, and somethmg

E)(AMPLE Each of these lakes has good ﬂshlng and boating.

[8 The following indefinite pronouns are plural both few, many, and severa!

' E}{AMPLE Few of the trails are rocky.

[8 The indefinite pronouns all, any, more, most, none, and some may | be smgufar or p[ural dependmg
-on their meaning in a sentence.

Often, the object in a preposmonal phrase that follows the pronoun mdlcates whether the
pronoun is singular or plural Usually, if the object of the preposition is smgular the pronoun
is singular. If the object is plural, the pronoun is plural.

EXAMPLES Most of the campground is occupled [Most refers to the smgular ob]ect
. campground.]

Most of the campsites are occupled [Most refers to the plural object camps:tes |

O

E}(ERUSE Clrcle the mdeﬁmte pronoun in each ofthe fo!lovwng sentences Then underhne the correct
form of the verbin parentheses.

Example 1 -of the ocean’s creatures ( Iooks look) strange to us. ey |
3 Few of the world’s sharks ( grows grow) to be 31xty feet long

. One of the most mterestmg sharks ( Is, are) the whale shark

] Each of a whale shark’s eggs (is, are) qulte large

. ”(Has, Have) anyone here ever seen a whale shark’s egg?” asked the tour gmde

__None of the sharks (swzms swzm) toward the v151tors

'Some of the other sea creatures (is, are) frightening, too.,

Winston. All rights reserved.

7 Many of the visitors (screams screai). 7
A Few of us (has, have) seen a giant ]eﬂyﬁsh before 3
4 Several of the park’s d1vers ( follows follow) a manta  ray.

Everyone n our class-(seems, seemn) to be havmg a good time at the ocean park.

-Copyright @ by Holt; Rinehart and Winston. ;é\ll rights reserved.
c
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SubJectSJorned by and usually take a plural verb.

A compound sub]ect that names only one person or thing takes a singular- verb.
EXAMPLES Francoand | look for a book about the life of George Washington Carver.

One respected professor and researcher at Tuskegee lnstrtute was George
Washlngton Carver.

8h. | Singular subjects joined by or or nor take a srngu1ar verb Plural subjects joined by or or nor take a
pIural verb. o ' _ e

EXAMPLES Nerther poverty nor any other hardshlp was too great an obstacle for Carver. .
i ~Neither drchu1t tlmes nor disappointments were too great an obstacle for Carver

' l;Si. l , When a singular subject and_a piural SUbjE‘C't are joined by or or nor, the verb agrees with the
subject nearer the verb. 5 " .

EXAMPLE At first, neither the local farmers nor Carver’s c_losest friend was interested in his ideas.

EXERGSE CII‘CIE.‘ the subjects of the verb in parentheses in each of the following sentences. Then,
underhne the correct form of the verb in parentheses. I ‘ R '

i :
' l I Example 1. --and.(wrrs were) mterestmg to Carver

‘i Plants and flowers (is, are) featured on the cover of thJs book about Carver s life.

2. The author and illustrator of the book (zs, are) the same person
3. According to the book, grief and sorrow (was, were) part of Carver’s early life.

4, Neither hlS mother nor his father (was, were) ahve to raise Carver

5. Atthe time, slaveholdmg and slave tradmg (was; were) w1despread

il | '6. Neither Carver nor many other African Americans (was, were) able to ‘find college that would
‘ ﬁ.- \l enro]lthem .- L - - ' e v N

H: 7 Nelther the large umversrttes nor the local co]lege (wus,- were) accepting applications frorn

Afrtcan Amerleans

.

' 8 Just laws and the strict enforcement of thern fwas were) needed

9 Also descnbed in the book (is, are) Carver's expernnents ‘and dtscovertes
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10. An innovative educator and scientist (was, were) George Washington Carver
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NAME ' ; . cLass DATE

| ’ Gor CHAPTER 8: AGREEMENT
| Subject-Verb Agreement G

[8:} When the subject follows the verb, ﬂnd the subject and make sure the verb agrees thh it.

EXAMPLES Hereis the list of toplcs from'which you may choose.
When are these books due back to the library?

. Exercise A Foreach of the followmg sentences, underlme the word or word group in parentheses |
f that correctly completes the sentence. ;

! Example 1. When (do, does) the teacher want us to finish the assignmient?
| 1. Why (is, are) your parents going to Beijing?.

Here (is, are) the magazihes you were Iookjng for.

(Has, Have) the students returned from their fleld tr1p yet'?

B owoN

(There is, There are) a 5r1a1l crawlmg across. the aquanum

»n

Where (is, are) the cat? 7
6. (Do, Does) all of your brothers and sisters speak Vietnamese?
7. 'When (was, were) the latest episodes of the. program scheduled t begm7
| 8. There (is, are) many reasons you should read that book.
9. How (do, does) those new shoes feel? .
- 10. Brittany, here (is, are) the books on aetronomy you .ordered.
Exercise B Circle the subject or subJects of the verb in parentheses in each of the followmg sentences. '
- Then, under!me the word or word group in parentheses that correctly completes the sentence

Exampte 1. (Has, Have)-m your family ever learned to water- skﬂ .

1. (Are, Is) your little brother a fmahst in the state gymnastics tournament?

12. (There’s, There are) over forty species of birds that pass through my-backyard..

13. How (do, does) bees make honey?

14. Here (lie, lies) the ruins of the colony.*

15. When (is, are) your cousins from Guatemala coming to visit?
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16. (Do, Does) anyone here have change fora twenty ~dollar bill?

17. There (was, were) no excuses for what Dudley had done ,

18 What (do -does) the Andersons want to know about the school system?
19 (Has Have) someone told you the rules of our game?

20, Here (s, are) Amy and her SlStEI‘S! ' ' . b

3 . Ll [ : X ¥ i
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NAVIE Fhi “ErMID ] —ran

(for CHAPTER 8: AGREEMENT payes166-67

Subject- VerbAgreementH ‘, E— e

I:Bj The contractions don't and doesn't shou[d agree with their subjects. -

EXAMPLES These shoes don’t fit me Very well,
Doesn't she go to your school?

Exgrcise A Ineach of the followmg sentences, underline the word in parentheses that correctly
completes the sentence. , | o s 0

11 _ Examp'le 1. This old recording (don’t, doesn’t) sound like me.-

._l

aneapohs and Toronto (don’t, doesn’t) have the climate for palm trees.

They (don't, doesn’t) plan to attend the concert tomght

(Don't, Doesn't) her brothers have a copy of the book?.

They (don't, doesn’t) plan to go to the reunion.

Macaroni and cheese (don't, doesn’t) sound very good to me when I'm sick.
Only a few of the ch01r (don’t, doesn’t) know the words to the song.

(Don't, Doesn ‘t) she attend ballet class W1th your brother?

It (don't, doesn't) matter how you fix the blcycle as long as you do it by Frlday

© ©® N o u & W N

Anyone who thinks cricket is easy (don't, doesn't) understand the game i

—_—
e

(Dor’t, Doesn't) everyone wonder about Where the stars come from? b,

EXERCISE B Complete each of the followmg sentences by insertmg the correct contraction, doesn'tor
dont on theline prowded S RS o "

' : Example 1. She’ 4”055” €. . think she can ﬁnish the‘project on tirne. g
: i‘ ! | 11. Mr. Maduzia . ~_know anyone else on the softball team. %
I 12, . someone have the answer to my. questlon7 7 g
13, VD:.' Anna_ Kim .~ workat this clinic any longer. e | E;
: ‘14, Paolo . - | beheve in. UFOS but he does beheve in ghosts. A ‘-‘E
l . 15. These ficus plants ' - look very healthy to me. §
if : | -16. e S[Qu think we Shmﬂdbeg.m the test now?. | %
; ‘1 . 17. The videobox . say who directed the film. - | | | S I N
11 ' I | 18. He __ - think you should go, does he? . R |

1 19. The epeEa ' seem as longr in performance as it d1d in rehearsal.

; 20. Anyone who i __owna dog or a cat wouldn't un_derszand how I feel. -

s, I | 160 ‘ , . Horr HA_’NDB(SE)K | Second Course




NAME CLASS o ' DATE

(for CHAPTER & AGREEMENT 'page;ssi

Subject-Verb Agreement I

[8 . | Acollective noun may be ejther smgufar or plural, depending on its meaning in a sentence

| The singular form of a collective noun names a group of persons animals, or things. It takes a

singular verb when it refers to the group as a unit. It takes a plural verb when it refers to the
individual parts or members of the group.

 EXAMPLES The team has been practicing since March, [The team practices as a unit. ]

The team have been discussing their strategies with one another. [Indrwdual
members discuss Wrth one another] '

4

EXERCQISEA In each of the fo]lowmg sentences, underlme the correct form of the verb in parentheses

' Example 1. The orehestra ( 15, are) rehearsing thls afternoon at three'o cIock

1. Before each game, the team (pmctzce pmctzces) their krcks | L o o
2. AsNapoleon once said, an army (travel, travels) on its stomach. L
3. The commitiee generally (decide,‘decicfes) onits course of action pretty-qtiiekl}c o o
4,

After the rain, the entire herd (graze, grazes) peaeefu]ly along the hﬂlsrde

1%, ]

. The Activist A}hance (hold, holds) its annual meeting this week in Fargo

. As the comedian leaves the stage, the aud1ence (applaud, applauds) wildly.
. The flock ( liﬁ lifts) into the air a few birds at a time.

. The evening before the blg battle, the army ( clean, cleans) their. weapons

= [= <IN | O

Our family ( has, have) riever been able to’ agree on our destmatlon for summer Vacatlon
10, The team (are, is) receiving awards for the1r md1v1dua1 achlevements

EXERCISE B On the line prowded in each of the followmg sentences, wnte the correct present tense
form of the verb'in parentheses.

Example 1, The crowd surges " toward the stage. (surge)

1. ‘The team

among themselves over who gefs to go first. (bicker) -
12, The Committee

gone their separate ways for lunch. (have)
| , 2 :
13. Every Saturday, the troop

14, The pubhc

individual projects to their parents. (present) . .- '

Copyright & by Holt, Rinehart and Winstan. All rights reserved. .
Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and. Winstan, Al rights reserved -

_ each new CD from Brjrn Terfel with even greateracclaim than the, -
i ) . g ! S L A -l
one before. (gréet)

15. The posse

_ which among them would bringl the prisoner back to tetv_n.

{disciiss) l

a
o
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MAVIE

((for CHAPTER 8: AGREEMENT [EEERTeRA

Subject-Verb Agreémnt ]

|:8 | An expression of an amount (a. measurement, a percentage ora fractlon for example) may be
smgular or plural dependmg on how itis used. :

1

EXAMPLES Ten dollars was my week!y allowance when | was twelve years old
Ten dollars with consecutive serial numbers were lying on the counter.

[8!1. Some nouns that are plural in form take singular verbs.

EXAMFLE is mumps a contagious d|sease7 '

Some riouns that are plural in form and that name smgular objects take plural verbs
EXAMPLE Where are the scissors? :

Exercise A In the following sentences, underlme the verb form in parentheses that agrees with
the subject. ' :

Example 1. Twenty percent of the class (is, are) absent today.

1. Fifteen dollars (was, were) a fair prlce for that teapot ' - . ; ‘ -

2. Sixty yards of fabrlc (is, are) necessary to make the banners for the homecoming parade. |

3. Eight percent of the microchips (was,_ were) defectlve.

=

Twelve miles (seern, seems) like a long distance if yeu’re walking;

. About half of the members of the club fwas, wére)eware of the emergency.
. The thtee weeks before Christmas (feel, feezsj Tt

. One quarter of tne flour (is, are) reserved for breading the cutlets.

: Three casseroles (was, were) 51tt1ng in a row on the table.

o N o w

| Three fourths of the book club’s mernbers (has, have) not read the book yet

10. Four gallons of gasoline (is, are) enough to get us to Grand Raplds and back.

A

EXERCISE B Inthe foliowmg sentences, underhne the verb form in parentheses that agrees wnth
the subject. ' .

Example 1. The news today from Kosovo (i_e_, are) surprisingly good:
, . 'The Oljmpics (was, were) in Munich, Ge'rrna'ny, that year.
12 Physms (is is, are) my first class of the day.
13. (s, Are) civics the study of the dutles and rights of c1nzensh1p7
- 14, As she ‘aps her head forward Charlene s eyeglasses (shp, slips) down her nose.

15. A summons (was, were) 1ssued for the witness to appear in court the next day.

7
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NAME CLAss " DATE

( for CHAPTER 8: AGREEMENT pageﬂz

Subject-Verb Agreement K

‘:80. ‘Even when plural in form, the title of a creatwe work (such as a book, song, movie, or pamtmg}
the name‘of a country oty,ororgamzatlon generally takes a smgular verb

EXAMP[LES “The Fox and the Grapes”is a fable by Aesop. -
The Cayman Islands is a beautiful vacation spot.

Es Averb agrees wrth its subject but not necessan!y Wlth a pred:cate nominative,

EXAMPLES Oranges are a good source of wtamm C. [The verb are agrees with the plural sub-
ject Oranges not with the smgular predicate nominative source.]

/A good source of vitamin C is oranges. [The verb is agrees with the smgular subject
source, not with the plural predicate nominative oranges.]

EXERCISE A In each of the followmg sentences underlme the verb form in parentheses that agrees with.
the subject

Example 1. The Conféssions of St. Augustine still ( _hgs_, have) relevance for a modern reader.
1. The Birds (is, are) one of the scariest novellas I've everread.
- Heis from the Seychelles, which (is, are) a small island ﬁatioh in the Indian Ocean

Quaker Ladzes by Andrew Wyeth (is, are) a painting that appears in my hterature textbook.

(Is, Are) The Rarlway Ckzldren your favorite book?

S

2

3.

4,

5. B1g Rapids (seem, seems) to be a nice place to grow up.
6. What an unsettlmg story (is, are) “The Willows,” by Algernon Blackwood'

7. The Luszads (is, are) an eptc poem about the Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama.
8.

Thrs year, the Fr1ends of American Writers (award, awards) its hteratu_re prtze to The Wild
~ Colonial Boy '

9. The Bells of St..Mary’s (star, stars) Bing Crosby and Ingrid Bergiman.

10. f"rhe Bells,” by Anne Sexton, (fe, feels) like a cry from "t‘ile heart.

Exercise B In each of the following sentences, underhne the verb form in parentheses that agrees w:th
the subject

Example 1. The secret ingredient in my mother’s spaghettl sauce (is, are) four cloves of garhc
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Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Al rights reservea.,

e Potatoes (is, are) the chief crop of my grandfather’s farm i in Idaho

12 Weekday afternoons (15 are) the best time to reach Julia at work.

i i 13. A good resent for Tara (is, are) stereo head hones
@w))) good p P

14. The most famous product of Detrort M1chtgan (is, are) automobilés. _' |

15. (Is, Are) books an appropriate gift fora slem011th-old child?
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